Life in the Mills of Lowell – 1800’s
You will pretend to be a young lady (about 14 – 15 years old) who is living and working in Lowell, Massachusetts during the early 1800’s.  You have been working for about 1 year after moving from your small hometown farming community to work in the mills and make money to help your family.

This project will consist of a letter home to a FRIEND telling about your new life at the mills 

Use your notes from the book, video and PRIMARY and SECONDARY sources to complete the project.

LETTER HOME.
Remember to include: Date, Greetings, Closing and Signature.

The first part of your letter will focus on you (as a mill girl) – this portion of the letter should be at LEAST 1 - 2 PARAGRAPHS in length.


Why did I move to Lowell?


What did my family think of me coming to Lowell?


What do I expect of my days in Lowell?


Do I miss my family?


Do I know anyone in Lowell?

The remainder of your letter will focus on your living and working conditions.  Use vivid descriptions and feelings about your first year away from home and working at the mill.  You have been working very hard and your health is poor.  The boarding house you stay in is crowded and many girls have similar experiences to you.  Several girls are thinking of protesting.  Are you going to join?  Use actual descriptions and terms in your letter.
This portion of your letter needs to be AT LEAST 2 - 3 PARAGRAPHS.
Use the following questions to help you . . .


Where do you live?


Do you like the people you live with?


How many roommates do you have?


What do you do for fun?  Any free time? 


What are meals like?


Where do you work?  Describe in detail..


What are the working conditions like at the mill?  INCLUDE SPECIFICS.

Do you like your job?


What do you like about living in Lowell?


What don’t you like about life in Lowell?


What do you hope to accomplish in Lowell? 

Will you join the protests?  Why or why not?
Gather and organize your information:

Description of YOU: ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Working and Living Conditions:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

